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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
SAITO (U.S. Patent 6,032,1 24) in view of FLORES (U.S. Patent 6,073,109). 

As to claim 6, SAITO teaches a system for cooperating a workflow, comprising: 
a task template (template of BP definitions) including a business process model and a 
data model, the business process model (BP definition) defining a task group and a task 
execution procedure (defines the nodes that process and transmit data), the data model 
defining data input/output information (entrance node and exit nodes and their 
compatibility / BP connection data) (col. 3, lines 9-25; col. 4, lines 28-66; col. 5, lines 8- 
51; col. 6, lines 17-34); a task execution management unit (document management unit) 
which indicates a task to be executed according to the business process model in the 
task template(col. 4, line 56 - col. 5, line 27); a task start instruction unit which sends an 
execution start signal to a business application for executing the task in response to the 
indication from the task execution management unit (send document to entrance node) 
(col. 4, line 56 - col. 5, line 27; col. 6, line 58 - col. 7, line 6); a task completion 
detection unit which detects a signal indicating that the business application has 
completed the task (col. 4, line 56 - col. 5, line 27); a task result obtaining unit which 
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obtains information indicative of an executed result of the task (retrieve results) (col. 4, 
line 56 - col. 5, line 27); and a plan information notification unit which informs the 
business applications of the processed result (notifying other processing units of the 
retrieved results) (col. 4, line 56 - col. 5, line 27). However, SAITO does not teach that 
the system notifying external nodes performs conversion of the workflow to the multiple 
business applications based upon conversion rules. 

FLORES teaches a system for cooperating a general killer application (Workflow 
manager / workflow application builder) executing a plan management process 
(workflow) and having a predetermined specification with multiple business applications 
(workflow enabled applications) by sending task to the business applications 
(applications) and converting the information according to an information conversion 
rule (syntactical definition) and delivers the information to the killer application, the 
information conversion rule defining relations between the data model relating to the 
killer application and data models relating to the business applications (col. 10, lines 29- 
60; col. 1 1 , lines 31-67). Therefore, it would be obvious to one skilled in the art to 
combine the teachings of SAITO with the teachings of FLORES in order to allow 
applications to act and participate in business processes and enable managers to 
observe and query the status of workflows and business processes (col. 3, lines 30-37). 

As to claim 7, reference is made to a method that corresponds to the system of 
claim 6 and is therefore met by the rejection of claim 6 above. 
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Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-5 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis A. Bullock, Jr. whose telephone number is (571 ) 
272-3759. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:30 am - 5:00 
pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMtNER 



